HITLER
really controlled the Steel Helmets, and Hitler, the
Master of the National-Socialist Storm Troops, rivalry
was inevitable. It was long, and marked by alternate
rapprochements and mistrust. It continued until Hitler
definitely got the power into his own hands.
This is not the place to recount all the numerous
episodes of the struggle. Suffice it to recall that the Hitler
movement, backed up by the brown-shirt legions, con-
tinued to grow, while the world at large refused to be-
lieve that a personage so ridiculous could possibly become
master of Germany. Others considered that he was just
the ordinary sort of popular agitator, that his importance
had been greatly exaggerated. They held that he lacked
resolution, that he was a sick man, and that it was now
too late for him to attempt a march on Berlin. As a
matter of fact he was very calculating and cunning and
was paving his way in perfect security, in secret accord
with what in Germany have always been known as the
'spheres*. On the 3Oth January, 1933, Hitler was sent
for by the aged Marshal von Hindenburg and requested
to form a government. He thus became Chancellor of
the Reich ten years after the failure of his putsch in 1923.
His friend Goering, one of the outstanding personalities
of the party, was Minister of Police in the Reich.
Hugenberg's Nationalists had the departments of Finance
Commerce, Industry, Public Works, and Foreign Affairs.
The Vice-Chancellor, the adroit von Papen, was the
liaison officer between the two groups.
This alliance with the old Right could not last. It
soon became obvious to everyone that the various offices
would be united in the hands of Hitler and his two lieu-
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